
St. John the Baptist 
Social Justice Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2022 7:00 pm. 
 

 
  We are the Social Justice Committee of St. John the Baptist parish. 
We gather as disciples committed to the Catholic social justice teachings  
as modeled by Christ. 

We strive to identify and serve the needs of our parish, the local 
community and the broader world through awareness, education and 
service. 
 
Attendees: Jessica Wiskus, Ellen Bentley, Jeanne Muellerlelie, Liz Cullen and 
Katie Book    A BIG WELCOME to our newest Katie Book! 
 
Opening Prayer:  At Home with the Word (Gospel: Luke 16:1-13) 
 
August 9 minutes approved Jeanne/Jessica 
 
Updates regarding ongoing activities: 
 Parish Council Report—Jessica – No report 
 

Report on Operation Backpack Drive—Allison (in absentia) 
We are still collecting for backpack program.  I will be checking with Trevor end 
of this week to see how much has been donated.  I will be emailing the schools 
this week as well to see when they are starting.   
 

Report from Haiti Committee—Linda Noll (in absentia) 
Father Viller is settling in and making headway with the Haiti Committee in 
setting up procedures for money transfer and verification of needs.  Purchases 
have been made to make the Ducrabon rectory livable since a priest has not 
lived in that location for a while. Several committee members attended the 
twinning conference last month.  They are encouraged by the connection they 
made with Food for the Poor, who not only helps with food distribution in poor 
countries but also has programs on the ground.  For instance, they could 
possibly help with the school that is being built in Cha Cha to get that finished. 
They also talked to twinning parishes from Algona and Marshalltown about 
resurrecting the Iowa Consortium to collaborate on information or programming 
in the future. During the education session, our group made a presentation on 
our efforts with our parishes in Haiti and it also reinforced our belief that our 
efforts are moving in the right direction with sustainability and teacher training.  
Our members came back energized by what they learned and the connections 
they made.  While it is challenging to stay in Iowa and support from afar for the 
time being, there is still much that can be done!   



 
Thanks to the social justice committee for your support.  St. Matthew's parish 
also is interested in possibly joining the Haiti Committee as well.  They will be 
discerning, just like we did, on how to include themselves.  They have tried 
unsuccessfully to have a twinned parish in the past and are impressed by the 
organization of this Haiti Committee.  I think I hear from them that as a small 
parish we don't have the members or means to do big things.  But when we 
combine our efforts, much can be accomplished. 
 

Update on Run for Pie—Linda Hansmeier (in absentia)  
Run for Pie is this Saturday at 9:00 am 
There is still time to volunteer: https://www.runforpie.com/  

 
Anyone helping be at the park in Lisbon by 7:00 a.m.  Joe stopped last Friday 
and picked up the water containers. I will be bringing the cones and mike set.  
Marty and I will bring pies over to the park. Ambulance crew will be there on the 
day of the race to help out if needed.   Other than those things needed that 
Jessica listed, I think we're setting good.  If you don't want to run or walk just 
come on over and watch. It is a lot of good fun and there is usually always 
something to help with if you're looking for something to do.   
 
Liz will be running  the race. Ellen, Jessica and Jeanne will be volunteering at the 
event. 
 
Ellen will check in with  Linda Hansmeier and Linda Noll to see if they plan to 
continue to help with the Run for Pie and the Haiti Project respectfully in the 
future.  A huge ‘”Thank you!” to both of the Lindas! 
  
 
Discuss of future activities 

Discuss Social Justice Topic Presentation—Jeanne 
The theme is Solidarity. The Catherine McAuley Center speaker will be  here 
October 23 after Mass in the church basement. 

Food – Katie will bake 4 dozen kolaches, Ellen will purchase donuts. 
Jessica and Jeanne will share the expense of the donuts with Ellen. 

Drink – Ellen will make the coffee. We will also serve water. 
Jeanne will contact Trevor to ask that the event be in the bulletin, October 

calendar and in the parish e-mails. She will be in touch with Natalie to have the 
event on the website and ask Linda H. to please add it to the Facebook page. 
We will also make a short announcement before Mass the week prior. 

 
Jeanne moved that we offer the speaker a donation of $100. Katie 

seconded the motion. 
 



 Discuss Respect All Life display—Jessica shared her thoughts about 
utilizing the 2013 apostolic exhortation of Pope Francis  Evangeli gaudium or The 
Joy of the Gospel. His emphasis to reach out as Jesus did to all in need fits very 
well with the Respect Life theme for October. 
 
She will put together a display in the gathering space in October. Members of the 
committee will hand out literature promoting respecting all life on October 2. 
These hand-outs will also be available at the October 23 session with the 
speaker from the Catherine McAuley Center. 
 

November Thanksgiving drive for SELCC—Pam No report at this time. 
 
Other business 

Plastic Bag Collection for Homeless -  Katie and Ellen will set up the 
collection  box. Katie has offered to be the liaison  with St. Isadore in Springville 
and St. Patrick’s in Anamosa. Ellen will be in touch with Trevor to be sure we 
communicate with the parish through e-mails and announcements that this 
project will resume. 
 

Walk with Mom’s Webinar- We all received an e-mail that Linda Noll 
forwarded to us about the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops project 
called Walking with Moms in Need. The one hour webinar is scheduled for 
September 20 at 12:00 PM and repeated at 6:30 PM. Ellen, Jessica and Jeanne 
plan on attending the webinar. All members are encouraged to sign up for this 
informational meeting if possible. At the October meeting we will discuss if we 
feel this is a project the committee wants to consider.   

 
 Click Here to Register for this webinar. 
 
Liz suggested that when it comes time to discuss parish tithing that we consider 
the Food for the Poor program. 

 
 

Next Meeting: October 11, 2022 
 
 
 
  


